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CHAPTER 1

JOINT PRESS DECLARATIONS OF KLAUS
IOHANNIS, THE PRESIDENT OF ROMANIA AND
KAMALA HARRIS, THE VICEPRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ON 11 MARCH 2022

1. INTRODUCTION

in data de 11 martie 2022, Presedintele Romaniei, Klaus Iohannis, a
sustinut vineri, 11 martie 2022, 1a Palatul Cotroceni, declaratii de presa
comune cu Vicepresedintele Statelor Unite ale Americii, Kamala
Harris.

Vi prezentidm in continuare transcrierea declaratiilor de presa comune.

https://www .presidency .ro/ro/media/declaratii-de-presa/declaratiile-de-presa-comune
-sustinute-de-presedintele-romaniei-klaus-iohannis-cu-vicepresedintele-statelor-unite
-ale-americii-kamala-harris (15.03.2022)

2. KLAUS IOHANNIS, THE PRESIDENT OF ROMANIA
Buni ziua!

Ma bucur si am ocazia si primesc astdzi, la Bucuresti, pe
Vicepresedintele Statelor Unite ale Americii, Excelenta Sa doamna
Kamala Harris.

Dear Madame Vice-President, welcome to Romania!

fi multumesc doamnei Vicepresedinte pentru prezenta sa in Roménia,
in aceste momente de cumpdnd pentru comunitatea democratica si
pentru securitatea euroatlanticd. Vizita dumneavoastrd, doamnid
Vicepresedinte, reflectd, o datd in plus, profunzimea si soliditatea
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Parteneriatului Strategic bilateral si angajamentul ferm al Statelor
Unite pentru securitatea Roméniei si a aliatilor de pe Flancul Estic.

I-am transmis doamnei Vicepresedinte aprecierea Romaniei pentru
eforturile si leadership-ul Statelor Unite, ale Presedintelui Biden, ale
domniei sale si ale intregii Administratii de la Washington, in acest
context foarte complicat.

Dialogul continuu §i coordonarea strinsi ale Statelor Unite cu
Romania si cu toti aliatii si partenerii au avut o contributie esentiali la
conturarea raspunsului unitar i puternic al comunititii internationale
la actiunile Rusiei.

Am coagulat, impreund, un raspuns ferm si prompt, atit in planul
asistentei pe multiple paliere pentru Ucraina si pentru persoanele
afectate de conflict, cét si In ceea ce priveste sanctiunile aplicate Rusiei
si mésurile de adaptare a posturii Aliate in ansamblul siu, mai ales pe
Flancul Estic.

Doamna Vicepresedinte a reconfirmat, in cadrul discutiilor noastre de
astdzi, angajamentul deplin al Statelor Unite ale Americii pentru
Articolul 5 — privind apirarea colectivdi — al Tratatului de la
Washington al NATO. Acest articol cuprinde esenta si spiritul NATO
s garanteazi ci orice incercare de a afecta securitatea unui stat NATO
va primi rdspunsul ferm, prompt, decisiv al intregii Aliante.

O spun cu foarte mare responsabilitate — NATO va actiona firi ezitare
pentru apdrarea fiecirui stat aliat, inclusiv, evident, a Romaniei. Este
un scenariu pe care cu totii dorim s il evitaim. Dar noi, ca Aliati — o
spun alaturi de cel mai important Partener Strategic al nostru —nu vom
ceda niciun milimetru in ceea ce priveste respectarea angajamentelor
care ne leagi.

Am multumit pentru aceste garantii de securitate de nezdruncinat, asa
cum societatea roméaneascd nu a mai beneficiat pAnd acum in istoria
noastrd si datoritd carora fiecare cetitean al Roméniei poate si fie
linigtit, fard grijd pentru siguranta sa si a familiei sale.

Am mulfumit, de asemenea, pentru consolidarea prezentei militare a
Statelor Unite in Roménia. Am discutat, in acelasi timp, despre
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necesitatea,-in, acest context jtensionat, a cresterii in continuare a
prezentei militare americane si aliate in Romania, pe termen lung, ca
maésurd suplimentard de asigurare a securitatii tarii noastre, dar si a
intregii regiuni.

Am transmis cd, la randul sdu, Roménia intelege ca securitatea incepe
acasd, iar, in acest sens, am luat recent initiativa cresterii cheltuielilor
de apirare de la 2%, cit este acum, la 2,5% — fapt deosebit de apreciat
de partea americani.

Am evaluat, Tmpreund cu doamna Vicepresedinte, implicatiile pe
termen lung ale agresiunii care are loc in Ucraina si ale prezentei
militare ruse in Belarus asupra securitafii europene §i euroatlantice,
inclusiv asupra posturii NATO. Am stabilit si cooperdm pentru a
continua consolidarea masurilor de aparare si descurajare, pe Flancul
Estic, cu accent pe partea sa sudicd, in regiunea Mirii Negre. Am
subliniat cd, in acest context, este necesara operationalizarea cat mai
rapidd a Grupului de Luptd al NATO pe teritoriul Romaniei.

In ansamblu, evaluarea strategici a Romaniei este ci devine necesari
regindirea fundamentald a conceptului, a structurii si a elementelor
constitutive ale posturii NATO pe Flancul Estic, avand in vedere ci
circumstantele actuale sunt substantial diferite fatd de momentul in
care a fost proiectatd actuala abordare de pe Flancul Estic.

Avem nevoie de o Prezentd Inaintatd unitara §i coerentd cét mai curand
posibil.

Am discutat astdzi si despre coordonarea noastrd In vederea
rdspunsului comun la aceste provocéri fard precedent, indeosebi in
plan umanitar. Roménia si Statele Unite, alituri de alte tari aliate si
partenere, au acordat ajutor pe multiple paliere Ucrainei si poporului
séu, care rezistad cu eroism, curaj si hotarare.

Dupa cum cunoasteti, am decis operationalizarea la Suceava a
facilititii logistice umanitare, un asa-numit hub, care, inclusiv cu
sprijinul Uniunii Europene, are rolul de a colecta si transporta donatiile
internationale in domeniul ajutorului umanitar pentru cetitenii
ucraineni. Am invitat si Statele Unite s sprijine activitatea acestui
centru.
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Amdiscutat, totodats, si despre sprijinul atit de necesar pe care trebuie
sa 1l acorddm Republicii Moldova. Situatia in care se afl3 tara vecini
este unica, din punctul de vedere al numarului foarte mare de refugiati
raportat la cel al populatiei. Aceastd presiune se suprapune pe
dificultitile de ordin economic sau energetic carora Republica
Moldova este nevoiti si le faca fata.

Am analizat impreund cu doamna Vicepresedinte si perspectivele
securitifii energetice. Am fost de acord cid aceastd crizi poate
reprezenta o oportunitate istorici de a trece la o adevirati
independentd energetici europeana fatd de gazul rusesc, prin investitii
in sursele regenerabile, in sectorul nuclear civil, prin diversificarea
surselor, importuri de gaze naturale lichefiate si, evident, prin
interconectare crescuta.

Dupd cum probabil vd amintiti, am lansat in marja reuniunii
Summitului COP 26 de la Glasgow proiectul comun Romania-SUA de
includere a Reactoarelor Mici Modulare in sistemul national din
Romaénia. Am convenit sd continuim si si intensificim cooperarea
noastra pe acest palier strategic.

Nu in ultimul rand, un aspect fundamental pentru succesul eforturilor
noastre vizdnd asigurarea securititii comune este mentinerea si
consolidarea relatiei transatlantice, prin asigurarea unititii si a
coordondrii Uniunii Europene, Statelor Unite, NATO si G7.

Roménia si-a adus propria contributie in acest sens prin promovarea
Formatului Bucuresti 9, care a fost foarte eficient si in contextul actual.

Anul acesta aniversdm 25 de ani de la lansarea Parteneriatului nostru
Strategic, care s-a dezvoltat continuu in ultimii ani si se afla in prezent,
clar, la cel mai inalt nivel din istoria sa.

Pe 14nga cooperarea consolidati in domeniul aparirii si securititii si al
initiativelor ambitioase in sectorul energiei, am discutat cu doamna
Vicepresedinte sd continudm aprofundarea tuturor dimensiunilor
Parteneriatului  Strategic, de la cea economicd — inclusiv prin
dezvoltarea proiectelor strategice prioritare regionale de interconectare
de interes pentru Roménia, pani la consolidarea cooperirii stiintifice
s1, sigur, a relatiilor interumane.
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Am discutat, de asemenea, chestiunea Visa Waiver pentru Romania si
speram sd avem rezultate i pe aceasta linie.

Inca o dats, imi exprim satisfactia pentru realizarea vizitei in Romania
a doamnei Vicepresedinte Harris. Sunt sigur ca discutiile de substanta
pe care le-am avut vor fi urmate de masuri concrete si decizii adecvate,
decizii adecvate contextului fard precedent pe care il traversim in
aceasta perioada.

Vi mulfumesc! Doamnd Vicepresedinte, va rog, aveti cuvantul.

https://www.presidency.ro/ro/media/declaratii-de-presa/declaratiile-de-presa-comune
-sustinute-de-presedintele-romaniei-klaus-iohannis-cu-vicepresedintele-statelor-unite
-ale-americii-kamala-harris (15.03.2022)

3. KAMALA HARRIS, THE VICEPRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Thank you, President Iohannis, for the warm welcome to Romania and
for your steadfast friendship to the partnership that we have that is
longstanding and enduring.

I also want to recognize and thank Prime Minister Ciucd for the
conversation that we had last week.

If I may, Mr. President, I’d like to speak directly to the Romanian
people for one moment, to thank you, on behalf of the United States.

Under the leadership of President Iohannis, Romania has been
extraordinary in the generosity and the courage that you have shown
in this moment. Around the world, we have watched as you have
received refugees. Around the world, and I will speak for the United
States, we know of the particular challenges that you face
geographically, yet you have shown so much courage.

The meeting that the President and I had today was a very productive
meeting to reaffirm the strength of the relationship and friendship
between the United States and Romania.

I’ve said many times, including this afternoon with the President and
the President’s leadership, but around the world, and I will say it here:
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America’s commitment to Article 5 is ironclad. We take very seriously
our role and the relationships that we have within the NATO Alliance.

We take seriously and are prepared to act on the words we speak when
we say an attack against one is an attack against all. We are firm in our
commitment — when I say and we say over and over again, President
Joe Biden says: We will defend every inch of NATO territory.

So I am present in Romania today to reaffirm that commitment, in
addition to thanking the president, your leadership, and the people of
Romania.

The strength of our Alliance has endured and is now bigger and
stronger than ever. The strength of our Alliance includes our mutual
commitment to stand on the principles that we hold dear and share, that
include the defense of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of
independent states — and in this case, Ukraine.

We are clear that the work that is to be done in response to Putin’s war
includes standing strong within the Alliance to support the needs of
our partners. To that end, and to demonstrate our commitment as the
United States, in recent weeks we sent a 1,000-member Stryker
squadron. That creates a total force of 2,000 American troops who are
prepared to stand in defense of our commitment to the NATO Alliance
and the eastern flank.

We have reinforced our recent commitments, all with the mention and
with the meaning of strengthening our deterrence and our collective
defense.

I want to" thank you, President Iohannis, for your leadership on
NATO’s eastern flank. I want to thank you for in addition to doing all
that you have been doing in your role of leadership, to modernizing
and to increasing the resources that are available.

You and I talked about the importance of running a government in a
way that we modernize and are efficient and effective with the
resources we have. You have been a model in that regard, and I thank
you.
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In' terms of our mutual supportfor the people of Ukraine — in
Washington, in the United States Congress, we have taken recent
action, including a commitment of $13.6 billion for Ukraine and the
region in terms of security assistance and humanitarian assistance.

The President — Iohannis and I talked extensively, and I was very
moved, Mr. President, by the stories you shared with me of the time
you spent with refugees, and the heart-wrenching experience that they
are having.

So we stand together, Romania and the United States, in ensuring that
we will do all that is required to put resources into the humanitarian
piece of this, understanding that the needs are significant and
immediate.

To the extent that we are offering humanitarian assistance, in addition
to the $13.6 billion package from the United States Congress, $4
billion of that will be directly committed to humanitarian assistance.
That is on top of the $53 ‘million that I announced yesterday that,
through the U.N., the United States will give to the World Food
Programme.

But I must say, when we are talking about humanitarian assistance,
Romania has been a hub of humanitarian assistance. And that is yet
another reason that we are here to thank the President and the people
of this great country for what you are doing based on the needs of this
region. You have been welcoming tens of thousands of refugees, and
doing it with such compassion and such grace.

So I'll conclude my remarks by saying that this is a strong and
enduring relationship. It is an important relationship. And the
importance of this relationship is being highlighted at this very
moment. But it is a relationship that will continue over the years.

And again, I thank you, Mr. President, and the people of this beautiful
country for all you do and all you represent. Thank you.

https://www.presidency.ro/ro/media/declaratii-de-presa/declaratiile-de-presa-comune
-sustinute-de-presedintele-romaniei-klaus-iohannis-cu-vicepresedintele-statelor-unite
-ale-americii-kamala-harris (15.03.2022)
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4. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS SESSION

Jurnalist: O Intrebare comuni pentru cei doi oficiali. V-as intreba
dacd Statele Unite au in vedere sa suplimenteze trupele din Romania
si si realizeze aici o prezenti permanenti. Vi intreb acest lucru in
contextul in care la 150 de kilometri de granita cu Roméania au loc
bombardament. $i am dori si stim daca existd informatii ca rizboiul
s-ar putea extinde spre Romaénia si spre Moldova.

Vicepresedintele Statelor Unite ale Americii: I cannot repeat
frequently enough that the United States is committed to our friendship
and alliance with Romania. And to that end, we have a continuous and
rotating commitment of U.S. troops to this country, most recently with
the deployment of the 1,000-member Stryker squadron. And as the
people of Romania know, we also know that this is a dynamic
situation, and we will, on a daily basis, assess the needs that we have
to maintain stability in this region. As it relates to what might be the
future conduct of Putin, T cannot speculate. But we are clear in our
position, which is that as a member of NATO, an attack against one is
an attack against all.

Presedintele Roméniei: Cred ci la prima parte ati primit un rispuns
foarte clar de la doamna Vicepresedinte si, a doua parte, pot si
subliniez ¢d nu avem date care indici ci Roménia ar fi tintita printr-o
agresiune. Pe de alta parte, este foarte clar ci aceasti actiune a Rusiei,
acest razboi declansat impotriva Ucrainei, a produs, cu certitudine, un
rezultat, vizibil, ferm, clar, si aceasta este unitatea NATO si hotirarea
aliatilor din NATO de a sta impreuna si de a se apira impreuna.

Jurnalist: Madame Vice-President, the humanitarian crisis is growing
and the violence only seems to be getting worse. The White House and
the British Government have both offered dire warnings about the
possibility of chemical weapons being deployed by Russia and
diplomatic efforts seem to have failed. Is there any discerible path out
of the crisis? And to the President of Romania, I am curious if you
think there are any specific economic sanctions that you would like to
see the US pursue that they have not done so already? / Doamnd
Vice-Presedinte, criza umanitard creste, iar violentele par doar sd se
agraveze. Casa Albd si Guvernul britanic au transmis avertismente
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extrem _de serioase cu privire la posibilitatea ca Rusia sd recurgd la
arme chimice, iar eforturile diplomatice par sd fi esuat. Se contureazd
vreo cale de iesire din aceastd crizd? Si, pentru Presedintele
Romdaniei, sunt curioasd dacd credeti cd existd unele sanctiuni
economice specifice pe care afi dori ca Statele Unite sd le impund si
care nu au fost deja luate?

Vicepresedintele Statelor Unite ale Americii: In terms of your
question about off-ramp: You know, from the beginning, the United
States has been attempting sincerely to engage in diplomacy — actively.
And from everything that we know and have witnessed, Putin shows
no sign of engaging in serious diplomacy. As many of you know, I
gave a speech in Munich three weeks ago, before the in- — the
reinvasion of Ukraine started. And I said then what we have
maintained all along: We’re witnessing a playbook — the Russian
playbook — and it includes lies, misinformation, and the acts of
aggression that we are now witnessing. We maintain that diplomacy is
the way to resolve these issues that coexists with our commitment to
ensure that our Allies are strong and that there must be serious
consequence and accountability for what Russia is doing, which is why
we have — to the other point of your question — engaged in historic
sanctions and to the effect of basically a freefall of the ruble. The
Russian stock market is still not open. Their credit rating is now
”junk”. And there will be more announcements about more action that
we will take to ensure serious consequence for what is atrocious and
outrageous conduct on behalf of the Russian people by Putin.

Presedintele Roméniei: The sanctions packages have been discussed
between the United States and the European Union. We worked very
well together on this and we will continue to work on this - this is the
economic side. On the other side, the two of us just stated that we stand
strong together, according to Article 5 of the NATO Treaty and we
will continue this way. So, if new sanctions will be necessary, they will
be discussed and applied. / Pachetele de sanctiuni au fost discutate de
Statele Unite si Uniunea Europeand. Am lucrat foarte bine impreund
in acest sens si vom continua sd colabordm in ce priveste acest
aspect - partea economicd. Pe de altd parte, tocmai am afirmat,
amdndoi, cd suntem puternici impreund, conform Articolului 5 din
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